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JEFF SESSIONS ‘ S—

ALABAMA ‘
B,

ARMED SERVICES
ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Mnited a%tatw Senate e

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-0104

igJuma 7, 2010

Assisstant Commissioner ‘
U.S. Customs and Border Protection
Office of Congressional Affairs

1300 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, D.C. 20229

Mr, L. Seth Statler ‘
{

Dear Mr, Statler: ’

I am enclosing correspondence I received from (6), (b) (7)(C) regarding his concerns
about the way Customs is categorizing his merchandlse Any information you may have
regarding this matter would be appreciated so that I may respond to my constituent’s inquiry.

Thank you for your assistance. P}easc respond ta (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)Y my Mobile Office
at the following address:

Office of Senator Jef§Sessions
41 West 1-65 ServiceJRoad North, Suite 2300-A

Mobile, Alab 36408-129]
251-41 4-308;”“{

mted States Senator

JS: st *
i

BINMINGHAM HUNTSVILLE : MOBILE MONTQOMERY

341 Vance FoenaL Bunoing REGIONS ConvER, SUITE B02 Cotonas Bank CENTRE, Buitc 23004 7650 HALCYON Summ(T Dnive
1800 Firr Avenud NORTH 200 CLNTON AveENuL, NW. &1 WesT |-B5 Stunwvice ROaD NORTH Surre 1580
BiAMNGMaM, AL 35203-2171 HUNTSVILLL, AL 358014832 Moant, AL 366001281 MONTQOMERY, AL 38117
{208} 7311500 (258) 633-0379 [251) 414-3088 (334) 2447017
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,(b) (6) (b) (7)(C)

Jeff Sessions

United States Sepator for Alabama
4] West 1-65 Service Road

Suite 2300-A

Mobile, Alabama 36608-1291

June 3,

Dear Senator:

I would like to bring to your attention a matter that is of !mt soncern to all of us that love the 300 year
tradition of Carnival/Mardi Gras here in our Great Nation.

Over the past 6 months, we have had numemus mquzries from the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security’s United States Customs and Bordw n pffice here in Mobile, Alabama. Our company is
being told by our local agents, M. [QIGE 10) (7)(C) and Christina Allen, that our Government does not
recognize Mardi Gras as  nationally recogrized event, But only a local event In our area, that maqy of
our items we import are not festive in n:ture. And that Mardi Gras and Camival are not the same.

This is a new way that they are looking at our product’s classification and I am not sure why all of the
sudden this js oceurring. During my inltial meeting with the office here in Mobile it was told to me by
one of the agents attending the meeting that I should get a better “lobbyist in Washington” (much to my
mnazement.) SO now we turn to you for asslstance

Our normel procedure for many of the imms we import have faileu under the heading of 9505 in the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule. ...heading 9505 as festive, carnival or ather entertainment articles....... Now
the local office i5 telling us that the Carnival/Mardi - costumes, hats, decorations, and other related
iteras we are currently importing into the Port of Mobile| for Mardi Gras do not fall under this category
but rather some sort of “everyday use item” subject to different tariffs. The “Festive Article” taniff is used
for other celebrations ke Halloween, Christmas, St. Patrick’s Day but for some reason not
Camival/Mardj Gras items per our agerts here in Mobile, Alabama.

As [ believe you are aware, Mardi Gras celebrations are held in Washington, D.C.; San Diego, Ca., St.
Louis, MO., Galveston, TX., Miami, Fl, and all great States in-between. We hwe sent cur camival jtems
15 all 50 States in the U8, for this oslebraﬂnn

Without your help, I am afraid that the nople of our C will have to pay more for their Carpival
celebrations due to what § believe are wifair and disoriminatory classifications of our carnival products.
Please lat us know if you can assist us in the matter.

Thank you for your time.

(b) (), (b) (7)(C)

Enclosures: Customs Rulings and articles.

o (b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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Privacy Act|Release
. bf3 ]I
Securty ‘() (6), (b) (7)(C)

Dear Senator Sessions;
k.

I mqu&st your assistance in resolvin the problem I am having with (aémcy)
.S, "Ads;bm 5 - &Egﬁ; le , Af. Oﬁ:m

Give highlights, necessary dates and lacations. Use|second sheet if needed.

See m%cﬁﬂ Le%-ﬁ(/ C,(LM (,‘/3/10

|

In keeping with the restrictions of the privacy act, )‘/ou are authorized to request any information
raquired to assist me. -

N (b) (6). (b) (N)(C)
) (6), () (7))
) ©), () ()(©) ]

1) ), (0) (1)C) IR © O ne I
(b) (6), (b) (7)(C)
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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY |
U.S. Customs and B Protection !

NOTICE OF ACTION
e 180PR152.2

This is NOT a Noti : 1. DATE OF THIS NOTIGE
Thisfa | ce of Liquidation . L 05/13/2010
, CARRIER R, DATE OF WIPDRTATION 4. DATE OF ENTRY 5, ENTR

MSCU MSC JUDITH 01/12/2010 | o118ro10 ! mﬁ-_

WFRUSELL ER/BMIPPER 7. COUNTRY “CBP BROKER AND FILE NO.
CNFORAPPGUA China__ "ASF, e ... 201804
- 5. FROM

} U.S. Customs and Border Protection
| 150 North Royal Street
., Ste 3004
Mgoblle, AL 36602
Fax (251) 441-8480

12 THE FOLLOWING ACTION WHICH WILL RE SULT IN AN INCREASE IN DUTIES —

IFYOU DIBAG&EE WITH THIS PROPOSED ACTION, PLEASE
FURNISH REASONS IN WRITING TO THIS OFFICE WITH-
IN 20 DAYS THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE. AFTER 20
DAYS THE WilL BE LIQUIDATED ASi PROPOSED.

- - * - P—— " * 6 b W — A r

x] Ism

D HAS BEEN TAKEN. * THE ENTRY I8]IN THE LIQUIDATION PROCESS AND IS
NOT AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW IN THIS OFFICE.

A, ' RATE ADVANCE
B. VALUE ADVANCE
C
o)

EXCESS [:] WEIGHT [ ] QuanTiry

1 OTHER (Seé beiow)

13. EXPLANATION (Rafor 1 Action lafier designations above) |

Entry summan{(QJQI(3) as been Lnder r i )
The merchandise on this entry was entered unde s dresses of other textile materials knit
not silk. However, the items entered were 100 % woven polyester which preciudes classification in
Chapter 61. Further, only two of the items were dresses. Two of the iterns appear to sets of tops and
pants and the other s invoiced as a top. |
Therefore, the following classification changes are proposed: ~ _.___

TYPE OF ACTION

|
i

EXBIGLiamond mardi gras and BIGIEMadies §oL Mardi Gras: [QNQIE Nt 2 duty rate of

16%. ,

(b) (7)(E) [EE= rrgonrnepnti(b) (7)(E) in Mard! Gras: tops undeWﬂth
a duty rate of and pants under(( with a duty rate of

(XWI()] FLD Mardi Gras Top: [(ONGIEIN with a duty rate of [DIGQIE)

Please be sure o use the new tariff number for all future shipments of thié merchandise.

If you choose to disagree with the proposed changes plgase provide a written rresponse and samples.
Correspondence may be malied to my atiention at the address listed above,

) (7)(C)

3]

itor Type)
import Specialist

i1

(b) (6),

CBP FORM 29 (03/5)
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wlic Roots of Mardi Gras - Fat Taesday History !

Mardl Gras, or Pa Tucaday, is the last hurrah before the Catfolic season of
Lent baging on Ash Wednesday. It has links to the Christmas season
through the perioc known as Camfvali.

Catholic Roqts of Mardi Gras
.

|
Mardi Gras, erally ]‘Fat Tussday,” has prown in popularity in recent yeare as a
raucous, sometimes hedenistic event) But s roots fie in the Christian calendar,
as tha "ast hurrah® betore Lent beging on Ash Wednesday, That's why the
enormous panty in New Orleans, for a mple, ends abruptly at midnight on
Tusesday, with battallons of streetsweepers pushing the crowds out &f the

French Quarter mwrrrds homs.

What s less known about Mardi Graslns its relation to the Chrisimas season,
through the ordinary-time Interlude ki fown in many Catholic cultures as
Camival. (Ordinary fime, in the Christlan calandar, refers ta the normai
*ordering” of ime de of the A Chrlstnas or Lent/Easter seasons.

] i - hat 4 pu want to leam
mots.

Carnivel comes from the Latin worde c@me vale, meaning 'farewell ta the
flash.” Like man t:mhoﬂu holldays and seasonal celebrations, It likely has its
reots In pre-Christan tradifions based on the seasons. Some believe the
festival repressned the few days adqed o the lunsr calendar to maks |
coincide with the soler calendar; since these days were outside the calendar,
rules and customs were hot obeysd. [Others ase it as a late-winter celebration
designed to welcome the coming spring As early ag the middie of the second
century, the Romens observed a Fagt of 40 Days, which was precaded by a

brief season of fuTw costumes d merrymaking.

RED LINKS

, i
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Definitions of
Mardi Gras (1)
Mar-di Gras [ maa
rdee graa ] -
1. Tuesday before

Lent: in some
countries, Shrove

Tuesday, th ‘ last
day before the
peginning offLent

in the Christian
calendar fl

. carnlival be fore
Lent; in some
places, a ival
held or endipg on
Mard| Gras,|pften
celebrated with
costumes,

Synonyms: festlya!
celebration, stree
party, fair, fete,
pageant, caval
Mardi Gras

-
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Mardi Gras - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia ! Page 1 of 8
- }

Mardi Gras

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

The terrms "Mardi Gras” (pronounced /'mardi gra:/), "Ms : Mardi Gras

Gras season”, and "Carnival ,u,on",lllll][?tlf"][ﬂ[ﬂ inmh, ' (Also known as Shrove Tuesday or Fat

refer to events of the Carnival celebrations, beginning on or after
Epiphany and ending on the day before Ash Wednesday, Mardi
Gras is French for "Fat Tuesday” (in ethnic English tradition,

Shrove Tuesday), referring to the practice of the last night of
eating richer, fatty foods before the ritual fasting of the Lenten _
season, Which started on Ash Wednesday. Related popular '
practices were associated with celebrations before the fastingand |
religious obligations associated with the penitential season of :
Lent. Popular practices included wearing masks and costumes,
overturning social conventions, dancing, sports competitions, -
parades, ete. Similar expressions to Mardi Gras appear in other 5
European languages sharing the Christian 1radition. In English, I
the day is called Shrove Tuesday, associated with the religious '|
requirement for confession before Lent begins. X

In many arcas, the term “Mardi Gras” has came to mean the !
whole perlod of activity related to the celehratory events, | Costumed musicians, New Orleans

just the single day. In some US cities, it is aow called * i )

Giras Day" oz "Fat Tussday"IZIGIISHS! Tpe pedval sopson. © 7° Local, cultural, Catholie
varies from city to city, as some traditions c.onsldera:d:(?ms - Siguificance Celebration prior to fasting season of
the entire period between Epiphany or Twelfth Night and Lent.

Wednesday.[”] Others treat the final threeay period before Ash | v oiohrations Parades, pacties
Wednesday as the Mardi Gras.[®] In Mobile, Alabsma, Mardi !

Gras-associated social events begin in November, followed by ' Related to  Carntval
mystic society balls on Tha:nksgiving,m ) then New Year's Eve,

followed by parades and balls in January and February, celcbrating up to midnight before Ash Wednesday. In
earlier times parades were held on New Year's Day.[) Othgr cities famous for Mardi Gras celebrations include Rio
de Janefro in Brazil, Quebec City, Quebec in Canada; Maqtlan in Mexico; and New Orleans, Lonistana in the
United States. Many other places have important Mardi Gras celebrations as well.

Carnival is an important celebration in Catholic European qatwns In the United Kingdom and Ireland, the week
before Ash Wednesday is called "shrovetide", cading on Shrove Tuesday, It has its popular celebratory aspects as
wel, Pancakes are a traditional food. Pancakes and related fried breads or pastries made with sugar, fat and eggs are
also traditionally consumed at this time in many parts of Latin America and the Caribbean.

o r—————— e

Contents
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